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To the Right Honourable the Lokvs and COMM oNS now 
aſſembled in PARL1aMENT. 


s» # 


The Humble Petition of the Priſoners in the Flcer. 


Þ Hat there are many antient and late preſidents remayning with the 

OE YIS Warden of the Fleer, That Priſoners of all ſorts in his cuſtody whe- 
Walla tbcrupon Ation or Execution have from time ro t1me upon occaſi- 
PRES on hadandobtained Writts of Habeas Corpus out of the Courts of 
Ke) Common- Law and Chancery, to go abroad to proſecute their Law 
ſuites, and compound with Creditors, and to provide for ſubſiſtance: 
Which Writtshavebeene granted ſucceſſively by the moſt learned Jvdges, as. alſo 
by the Lord Chancellours and-Lord Keepers of the great Seale in their ſcverall Fimes 
without intermiſſion, untill now of late that the Iudges of rhe Common Pleas have 
tefufed to grant the ſame, which will tend rothe utter undoing of many of your Pe- 
titioners, howbeit theſe ſad times might rather crave a more mercifull and chari- 


table inclination towards the afMliaed and diſtreſſed. 


wherefore your Petitioners are moſt humble Suitours to your Honours that your ſaid 
Petitioners may be allowed the former favours and tk of the ſaid writs of Ha- 
beas Corpus according as heretofore they have antiently and uſually had. 

And your Petitioners ſhall have cauſeto pray, &c. 


} Breife Reaſons fortranting Writs of Habeas ( orpus ro Priſoners 
» in Execution, eſpecially in the Flcec, 


i, A Nticntly the Warden of the Fleet might without Writ ſend any Priſoners 
abroad with theit Keepers upon all occaſions, rill the Sratuteof I Rzch. 2. 
Cap. 12. reſtreyned him, unleſſe he had the Kings Writ or command for it. 

_ 2. They are Prerogative Wxitts or Writts of Grace which the King never de- 
nyeth to any of his diſtreſſed Subje&s upon juſt occaſions : Either forh1* owne ſer- 
vice or for their preſervation aſwell in their Perſons as Eſtates. Ard tl erc ore rhe 
Exchequer frequently granteth them'to the Kings Accomptants Debrors and Far- 
mers in Execution, for the raiſing and levying of His Majeſties Debrs and Revennes. 
Andthe Chancery awardeth them to remove Priſoners into the Countrey our of the 
Fleet when the infe&ion is in Loder ; and when they have Law Suits, ro Solicire 
their owne cauſes. 

2. The Fleet is a ſpeciall Priſon of the Kings for civillmatrers, As the Tower of 
Londen is for Criminall,and thither are men commitrred for Debrs to the King 2nd 
for contempts of Orders and Decrees in Chancery and all other Courts of Equity. 
And ifany other Priſoners for Debt be removed thither, they have ever beea allow- 
:d the priviledge and benefit of thoſe Writts aſwell as the Kings Priſoners, 


 TotheHond. the Houſe of Commons now Aſſembled in the high Court of Par liz me 


The humble Petition of Fob Lilburne, Leit*. Colonel, In all } umilicie Y 
yy Hewing, That your Petitioner having ſuffered abouncance of inhumaine barbarous crueltic, bj vertue of anillcyall decree made hs. 
gainlt your Peritioner in the Starr- Chamber, 162 7.( As by the coppic of his Peticion fourmert, preſented to this Honourable Houſe 7 
here unto anexcd , and by your owne Votes made the 4. of Atay. 1641. upon the examina. 1on of that Vecirion) will apperr?, which + 
are as followeth, Firſt, that the ſentence of the Star-Chamber given again{ him is illegall and aga nt the Liberrie of the Subje& and 
alſo blondy, wickcd, cruell, barbarous and tyrannicall.S: cendly,that repiratiens ouy ht tobe givento kim for hisTmpriſorment, (+ fie: Fe s 
and loyffes ſuſtained by,thar illegill ſentence3and thenalfo ordered that care ſhould be taken to d12'y up his caſe 2nd rrarumit it io the Lok? 
Bur by reaſon of multitude of buſinefſc inthis Honoucable Houſe there hath been no further proceccing init fince, and thele diftrations® 
J- ag on z your Petitioner tooke Command under the Right HOdurable Robert Lord Brooke, with whoſe Regiment he ady: neared his 
life freely,and reſolutely bothat Kenton field and Brainford, where he was caken Priſoner and carried away to Oxford x where within a thore 
time after his comming, the King ſent ro the Caſtle to your Petitioner, the now Ele of «ing /ton, the Lord Dunſmore, the Lord Ataitiee 
vers,andthe Lord Andcyonr to weoe your Petitioner with the large profers of of the Heonuur and glerie of Court prefer mentzro forſike the 
Parliaments partie ; andcoingage on hispartie zuponthe lighting and cofricemning of which yuur Peritioner was within tew d iy: $ afecr 
laid in Irons & kept an exceedingcloſe Priſoner, & forced ſeverall times to march into Oxj614 in Irons to Fudge Heath,b fore whom he was + 
arajgned for high Treaſon, for drawing his ſword in the caule of the Common: wealth, & Tuftcred muliurudes of other muſcries in his almoſt 
twelve moneths cruett Captive there. In which time he Toft above &oo. I. inhis cface that he left behind him at London (as he 1s cleerly , 
able to make appeare) and1mmediarely after his comming from thence he tooke Command in the Earle of Mancbefters Army, his Come 
miſſion as Major of Foot, bearingdate the 7, of OFober x 643 which laſtedrill the 16. of Ma;,t643 At whichtifs he was auch r 2:6 by 
Commiſſion as Leifcenent Collonell ro command a Regiment of Dragooners. In which ſervice haying beene in many ingagements,he hopes 
it will ealily appeare that he hath not only behaved him(:Ife honettly and firhfully, bur alſo valicntly and fou:ly in the mu it ot many diſe 
Couragements, { God crowning ſome ofhis cndcayous with ſucecle, eſpecially at the raking in Sir £rancis Wertlers G urriſon and Tickel 
Caſtle, The premiſes conſidered, 
Hehumbly beſeccherh this Honourable Afſemblie to perfe & that puſtice which you happily began for your Petitioner, and rv give him Ree 
paration for his long an. red1ous [mpriſonment 2nd ReTvie Tins by the Starr-Chamber decrTThaving wancdTF” years with pitj- 
ence tor that end) thoughhe Tthxr he ind wx deprived ot T proh-able call!! g bing then in che way of 
2 Far in the low Countries) and alſoto take of the Kings fine. A onlider his ſervice with the Earle ot M inchefFeryhis pay 2N.OUns 
ting to abou? 855; T.oF which he hath notreceived, 2 20... hwugh hehath fairhfully advenrured his life, and ſpenc agreer deale of his own 
money,and loſt ax Newnrke when Prince Rupert rauſed the ſ:ige almoſt a x 00,1. berng tripr from the Crowne wt the Head to the Sule © 
of rhe Foot, beſile! his former loffer at Kenton bartell and Bre nford, Wherefore he humbly prayeth thac his acc-umpts may be audired 
and his arreares (according to the Tennoror your own Ordinance) paidanro him, » AnThelhill cyer pra Wc Fobn Lilburne: 
To the Honorable Houſe of Commons, now Aſſemblcd in the hiyh Cour: of Farlzament, 


T he humble Petition of Fohn Lilbarne, Priſoner in the Flere : In al! humilirie ſhewerh, 

Har in December ncxt will be three yeares, your Petitioner upon ſuppoſall of ſending over certaine Bookes of Dot B rt wickes from 
| Hollaxd into England, was by Dod. Lambes warrant withour any exanunation ar all ſent to the Gare houte Priſon, and trom thence 

within threedayes removed to the Fleet where he abiding Priſoner, In Candlemas Tearme following w +5 vroceeded againſt in the hos 
nourable Courr of Starr- chamber, where your Petirioner appearing and entering of his name, tor want of mogey his nafrig was fruck out a. 

aine, andhe refuling,.to rake an Nath, roanſwer to all things thar ſhould be demanded of him, for that your Peririunvur concrived the ſaid 

Oath to be dangerous andillegall, without any Interog1rorys tendered him, for his refuſing the ſaid Oath, he was proſeciuted and cenſured 
in the ſaid Court moſt heavily, being fined 500. l-ro the King, and ſent priſoner to the Fleer, And 1n Exfter Tearm following was whipped, 


from the Fleet ro Weſtminfer, with a z. fold knorred Cord receiviug art leaſt 200 ſtripe s, andchen ar Yeffmrnſter he was fer on the Pilla 


the Tp:ce of z; houres (and over and aboye the ccnſure of the Court at the Warden of the Fleets command w as gaggTd abuur an houte ang. 
. HaFe 7 which moſt cruell ſufferings was againereturnedinto the T-leet cloſe Priſoner, when through his (a1d tuff-rings the next mars 
"ning he being ficke of anextreame Feayer could not haye ad mitrance for his Chirurgion to let him bloud, or er:fle his ſores till the after 
noone of the ſa14 day though the Chirurgion himſclfe in pittie ro,the Priſoner wene to Weſtminſter to che Warden himſelfe, and your Peri 
rioncr hath been afluſePiſoner in the Fleet everfince, where in a moſt cruell manner he hath been pur inco Tron Ferrers both hands a 
lepps; which cauſed a moſt dangerous ficknefſethit continued 6, moneths, and afrer ſome ſmall recoyeric was agaife Tiidin Tromns + which 
Fr at leaſt 5,moneths ſicknefle. more dangerous then the former. During which time of ficknefle, rt:cy have moſt unhumanely denyed 
his friends to come touſce him, nan1]l they would give them money fer adruitrance ;and they have denyed many rocomy at all,and haye bea= * 
ten, andkicked, and otherwiſe moſt ſhamefully abuled ſuch his friends as came to ſee him in hisgreat diftrefſe ,, and Ghring him food and 
neccflaries to ſuſtaine his life, and alſo hav: kept his ſervant from him, amd his food : ſo that if he had rot becnrelei ved by fleich of his fel 
low Priſoners he had been kept from ny foud at all for above the ſpace of x0. dayes rogether, and the Priſoners thac our of picty have relej= 
ved him, have been moſt nithy puniſhed, and the Keepers haye not forborne-to confeſſe rhemſelyes that they tad ſtarved him long agoe, had 
not the Priſoners relcived him : and beſides all this they have moſ cruelly bearen and wounded him, to the hazard of his limbs, and danger 
of his life, had he nor been reſcued and ſaved. fromthem by the Priſoners ofthe ſame houſe, in which moſt muſerable condition your poore 
Petitioner hath continued a Priſoner for the ſpace of aboye 2 yeares and a halfe, and is like (hl rocontinue 1n the ſame under the mercyles 
hands of the Warden of the Fleet, who hath denyed Tawfull libertie to his Priſoncts: For that he hath ſaid, he muſt obſerye the Man that hath 
ſo greata ſway in the Kingdome, intimating the Arch Biſhop, 

All which his deplo:ed gondition and Lamentable nuſeries he moſt humbly nn to this honourable Aſſembly beſceching them 
to be plenſed tocaſt ancye of comyalſion rowatls him, and to afford him ſuch relcife from hiscenſure and har d impriſonment as may ſeeng 
good to your wiſedomes, who otherwiſe is like to periſhunder the hands of mercilefle men. | 

And your Petitioner ſhall ever pray as in duty he is bound ro the Lord to blefſe and proſper this honourable Aﬀſembly. Foby Lilbarne, 
Ay it pleaſe this Honorable Houſe ro take Notice, that L have indeayored by all the wayes and meancs [ poſſible could, for theſe die 
M vers weekes together, to get my Petition preſented and, read in this honorable Aﬀembly bur by reaſon of multitudes of Publique 
buſinefſe, I have not been ableto ger my defire effeRed : Therefore in regard of my neccfliries ariſing frem my often tuffering ſhips 
wracke in my eſtate, in xefecence to my eycing the Welfare of the Publique, and haying ſpent above threcſcure pourds ince 1 begun to ware 
upon this houſe to get this Petition read, and having awife and familie tv maintaine,meerly out of my owne induſteric which arch kely TY 
ſuffer very much by my cenrinued attendance here, 1 am therefore neceſſitated toafſume the boldneflc ro preſent my Pertirion 1n printto the 
 vranduct Members of this houſe, hoping I ſhall not therefore be eſteemed atranſgreflurzeſpeci ally when it 1s fe: ouſly conſidered that for 
+ abohe 7. yeares together, I haye ered, all kindof miſcries, kazards and dangers, and laboured tudioufly and cordially to preſerve and dew. | 
fend my birmhrighr neprieledges, which 1$ the inheritance of all the Freeborne people of England, amongſt which I humbly conceive 
the libertic of making knowne my greviances to this keigh and honourable Court (the truſtes of the whole Common welch of England) 
is not the leaſt: for whole juſt authority 1 haveſoofcen in the feild yentered my life. | we 
And whereas in the concluſion of my Petition, {pray that my accompts may be auditcd,I humbly crave leave todeclare unto you one reaſog 
for thar,which is this. I was Major to Collogell King Tor divers monerhs,withWhom I Terved in Lincolnſheire futhfully, my pay amounting 
to berwixt 2.8 300.1 of which Re paid me about one forth, & deraines the reſt in his awne hands, (which [ am confidently perſwaded heres 
ceived punAnilly) of the Countery, with other Targe Tumes of orher Officers which likewiſe he unjuſtly deraines ,as particularly 291.1, 6, 
s, of my-cldeſt brothers, who never had a weekes pay from him, And @ewiſe 3 16. |. 12+$. 6. d. of my youngeſt brother, with other greae, 
ſams and though we had the Earle of Manchefters warrant to him and the Auditer Generall of the Army to audit our accompes, -* be 
contemnd them both , and would not give us a Debenter for our money though we honeſtly paid our quarters borh for Horſe and Many 
and tho e receaved about Twenty thouſand pounds of the County ro pay his Officers and Souldiers as divers of the Committee of Line, 
He Tee prenieeT Artieles whicWlwere exhibited to this honourable ogſe in AuguTTalt;andiF they bad ſaid 30ooe. T 
Feleeve it mighaealily be proved true, if you would command;himyto give up his accomprs and authorizc men of integrity and fidelitic in the. 
| to inquire after his receipts,the which if you pleaſe ro doel doe pundly conceive you will ger ſome houſands of pounds by irwhichs, 
» 


i, ke nnjuſtly deraines infys hands from you and tho(sthe haye daggyou fai lerviee ods FINlgs, . 


